
Rite for when a  
lay person leads  

a Celebration of Word  
& Holy Communion

For Weekday Celebrations  
in the Absence of a Priest

THE CONCLUDING RITES
Announcements

Any necessary announcements are made at this point.

Blessing 
The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross 
and saying:

 
 May almighty God bless us, 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

DismissAl

The leader dismisses the people using one of the following two formularies.

A Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our lives.

B Let us go to announce the Gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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As necessary this minister is assisted in the distribution of Holy Communion by 
other commissioned minister of Holy Communion, to whom Holy Communion is 
distributed first.

The Minister(s) of Holy Communion go to the communicants. The minister takes a 
host for each one, raises it a little, and shows it, saying:

 The Body of Christ.
The communicant receives Holy Communion answering:

Amen.

Any hosts remaining after the distribution are returned to the tabernacle. Vessels 
used for the distribution are left covered on a side table and cleansed after the 
liturgy has concluded.

silence

When the distribution of Holy Communion is finished, it is most appropriate for 
the assembly to spend some time in silent prayer, offering thanksgiving and praise 
for the gift they have received. 

PrAyer After communion

The leader then says the Prayer after Communion. The prayer assigned to the day 
in the Roman Missal is normally used. 

Where the Prayer after Communion of the Day makes explicit reference to the 
Mass or the Eucharist it should be adjusted so that it is appropriate for use at a 
Celebration of Word and Communion outside the celebration of Mass. 

Alternatively an appropriate Prayer may be selected from the booklet Leaders’ 
Prayers for the Rite of Celebrations of Word and Communion.
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THE COMMUNION RITE
trAnsfer of the BlesseD sAcrAment

A commissioned minister of Holy Communion goes to the place where the Blessed 
Sacrament is reserved, takes the vessel or ciborium containing the Body of the Lord, 
places it on the altar and genuflects. 

the lorD’s PrAyer

The commissioned minister of Holy Communion invites all present to sing or say 
the Lord’s prayer in these or similar words:

  At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching,  
we dare to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
The leader continues:

 Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days, 
 that, by the help of your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin 
 and safe from all distress,
 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 

communion

All prepare in silence to receive Holy Communion. The   commissioned minister of 
Holy Communion takes a host and, extending it towards the people, says:

 Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
As the minister receives communion, he or she says inaudibly:

 May the body of Christ keep me safe for eternal life.
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Celebrations of the Word & Communion

INTRODUCTION
1. It is becoming a more frequent feature of parish life in this country for the 

community to gather and celebrate the word of God and distribute holy 
communion in the absence of a priest. At present these celebrations of 
word and communion are rare on Sundays. Our Bishops’ Conference is 
preparing a ritual book for these celebrations in the light of the Directory 
for Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest (Rome 1988).

2. The Word of God is integral to these celebrations and Holy Communion 
may not be distributed without a Liturgy of the Word.

3. Liturgical and spiritual formation is of the utmost importance for the 
parish and the particular ministers involved. In particular, those who 
will lead these liturgies should be chosen with care, be recognised by 
and acceptable to the parish, and be well prepared.

 A leader will be assisted by other ministers such as a reader, minister 
of communion, musician. It is recommended that the leader does not 
exercise several ministries within one liturgy.

 Where the leader is not a commissioned minister of communion, a 
minister of communion leads the prayer from the Lord’s Prayer until the 
silence following the distribution of Holy Communion.

 The vesture and gestures of the leader are not distinctive lest this 
celebration be confused with the Mass. It should also be noted that the 
leader does not preside from the ambo, altar or presider’s chair.

4. The preparation of the whole parish for these celebrations is of vital 
importance. Proper and advance notice of the celebrations should be 
given.

5. Where the community has the service of a Deacon, who has been 
ordained for the nurture and increase of the people of God, he will 
preside at these liturgies. The deacon proclaims the gospel, preaches the 
homily and ministers holy communion. Lay members of the community 
proclaim the scripture readings before the gospel. They may also 
announce the intentions for prayer in the general intercessions, and, as 
necessary, they assist in distributing Holy Communion.

PrAyer of the fAithful

 Introduction
The  leader introduces the Prayer of the Faithful in these or similar words:

 My brothers and sisters, 
Let us bring in prayer to God our Father,  
the needs of the Church and the world.

 Intentions
The intentions are announced by the leader or, if written down, by a reader.

 Conclusion
The final petition is followed by a time of silent prayer. The leader concludes the 
Prayer of the Faithful with the following, or another suitable prayer.

 Merciful God, 
hear the prayers of your people, spoken and unspoken. 
Grant us what we need to follow faithfully the call of the Gospel. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R⁄ Amen.

sign of PeAce

The leader invites those present to exchange the Sign of Peace.

 As brothers and sisters in the Lord 
let us offer one another 
a sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
oPening 

When the assembly has gathered the minister invites all to stand.  All stand.

the sign of the cross

All remain standing as the leader says:

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.

 Amen.

greeting

The leader greets all present with one of the following forms:

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all, now and for ever.

 Amen.

B O God, come to our aid

 O Lord, make haste to help us.

introDuction

The leader introduces the celebration in these or similar words.

 Once again we gather as members of the Body of Christ.
 We gather in Christ 

and the Spirit is with us  
to help us find nourishment in the word of God  
and in our common prayer.

 We gather without a priest  
and so are unable to celebrate the Eucharist,  
but we have the opportunity to receive Holy Communion, 
consecrated for us at Mass on...(day/date)
On Solemnities, feasts, memorial days it is proper that the introduction should 
also introduce the particular mystery/anniversary being celebrated.

Profession of fAith

On Solemnities the profession of faith is said. On the Sundays of Ordinary Time the 
Nicene Creed may be said. Because it is the ancient Baptismal Creed, during the 
seasons of Lent and Easter the Apostles’ Creed may be said.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

 At the words that follow up, to and including and became man, all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead.
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PenitentiAl Act 
 One of the three following forms is used: A (p.6), B (p. 7) or C (p. 8)

A The leader says:

 With confidence let us ask the Father’s forgiveness, 
for he is full of gentleness and compassion.
A pause for silent reflection follows.

 I confess to almighty God
 and to you, my brothers and sisters,
 that I have greatly sinned,
 in my thoughts and in my words,
 in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

 And, striking their breast, they say:

 through my fault, through my fault,
 through my most grievous fault;

 Then they continue:

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

 The leader says:

 May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life.

 Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

All sit. After each reading a brief silence is observed.

reADing

The scripture is proclaimed by a reader.

PsAlm

After the first reading, an appropriate ‘Common Psalm’ is sung or said.

seconD reADing

If the Liturgy of the Day requires three readings, a reader proclaims the second 
reading.

gosPel AcclAmAtion

 All stand as the gospel acclamation is sung.

gosPel

The gospel is read by another reader, not by the leader. 

A lay reader omits the greeting “The Lord be with you.” and begins with 

A reading from the holy gospel according to…

The Gospel reading is concluded in the usual way, with the reader saying:

The Gospel of the Lord

R⁄ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

reflection

When the leader has not been delegated to preach, the parish priest may prepare 
a homily to be read during the celebration.

A leader, delegated to preach, should give a short reflection on the scripture readings 
of the day, so that the assembly may understand through faith the meaning of the 
celebration.

Otherwise, the leader should invite the congregation to a time of silent reflection, 
to ponder the meaning of the readings for their lives.
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B The leader says:

 With confidence let us ask the Father’s forgiveness, 
for he is full of gentleness and compassion.
A pause for silent reflection follows.

 Have mercy on us, O Lord.

  The people reply:

 For we have sinned against you.

  The leader says:

 Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
  The people:

 And grant us your salvation.

  The leader says:

 May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life.

collect  (oPening PrAyer)
The Collect assigned to the day in the Roman Missal is normally used. 

Where the Collect of the Day makes explicit reference to the Mass or the Eucharist 
it should be adjusted so that it refers instead to this Celebration of Word and 
Communion and to the reception of Holy Communion. 

Alternatively an appropriate Prayer may be selected from the booklet Leaders’ 
Prayers for the Rite of Celebrations of Word and Communion.

The leader invites the assembly to pray, saying:

 Let us pray.

All present pray in silence for a while.

Then the leader says or sings the Collect, at the end of which the assembly responds 

Amen.
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C The leader says:

 With confidence let us ask the Father’s forgiveness, 
for he is full of gentleness and compassion.

Two examples of texts are given, other texts may be taken from the Roman Missal.  
The invocations may be sung or said by a cantor, or a reader.

i Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations  
into the peace of God’s kingdom: 
Lord have mercy.

 Lord have mercy.

 You come in word and spirit to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ have mercy.

 Christ have mercy.

 You will come in glory with salvation for your people: 
Lord have mercy.

 Lord have mercy.

The leader says:

 May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life.

 Amen.

ii You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 
Lord have mercy.

 Lord have mercy.

 You bring pardon and peace to the sinner: 
Christ have mercy.

 Christ have mercy.

 You bring light to those in darkness: 
Lord have mercy.

 Lord have mercy.

The leader says:

 May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life.

 Amen.

gloriA

 The Gloria is said or sung on Sundays and Feasts and Solemnities outside Advent 
and Lent. 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.
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